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of Zagreb), Václav Bůžek (University of South Bohemia), Olivier Chaline (Université de Paris-IV Paris- 
Sorbonne), Jeroen Duindam (Leiden University), Robert J. W. Evans (University of Oxford), Alice Freifeld 
(University of Florida), Tatjana Gusarova (Lomonosov Moscow State University), Catherine Horel (Université 
de Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne), Olga Khavanova (Russian Academy of Sciences), Gábor Klaniczay (Central 
European University), Mark Kramer (Harvard University), László Kontler (Central European University), 
Tünde Lengyelová (Slovakian Academy of Sciences), Martyn Rady (University College London, School of 
Slavonic and East European Studies), Anton Schindling (Universität Tübingen), Stanislaw A. Sroka 
(Jagiellonian University), Thomas Winkelbauer (Universität Wien)
INDEXED/ABSTRACTED IN: CEEOL, EBSCO, EPA, JSTOR, MATARKA, Recensio.net.
Aims and Scope
The Hungarian Historical Review is a peer-reviewed international journal of the 
social sciences and humanities with a focus on Hungarian history. The journal’s 
geographical scope—Hungary and East-Central Europe—makes it unique: the 
Hungarian Historical Review explores historical events in Hungary, but also raises 
broader questions in a transnational context. The articles and book reviews cover 
topics regarding Hungarian and East-Central European History. The journal 
aims to stimulate dialogue on Hungarian and East-Central European History in 
a transnational context. The journal fills lacuna, as it provides a forum for articles 
and reviews in English on Hungarian and East-Central European history, making 
Hungarian historiography accessible to the international reading public and part of 
the larger international scholarly discourse.
The Hungarian Historical Reviews
(Formerly Acta Historica Academiæ Scientiarum Hungaricæ)
4 Tóth Kálmán utca, Budapest H – 1097 Hungary
Postal address: H-1453 Budapest, P.O. Box 33. Hungary
E-mail: hunghist@btk.mta.hu
Homepage: http: \\www.hunghist.org
Published quarterly by the Institute of History,
Research Centre for the Humanities (RCH).
Responsible Editor: Pál Fodor (Director General).
Prepress preparation by the Institute of History, RCH, Research Assistance Team; 
Leader: Éva Kovács. Page layout: Imre Horváth. Cover design: Gergely Böhm.
Printed in Hungary, by Prime Rate Kft, Budapest.
Translators/proofreaders: Alan Campbell, Matthew W. Caples, Thomas Cooper, 
Sean Lambert, Thomas Szerecz.
Annual subscriptions: $80/€60 ($100/€75 for institutions), postage excluded.
For Hungarian institutions HUF7900 per year, postage included.
Single copy $25/€20. For Hungarian institutions HUF2000.
Send orders to The Hungarian Historical Review, H-1453 Budapest, P.O. Box 33. 
Hungary; e-mail: hunghist@btk.mta.hu
Articles, books for review, and correspondence concerning editorial matters, 
advertising, or permissions should be sent to The Hungarian Historical Review, 
Editorial, H-1453 Budapest, P.O. Box 33. Hungary; e-mail: hunghist@btk.mta.
hu. Please consult us if you would like to propose a book for review or a review essay.
Copyright © 2020 The Hungarian Historical Review by the Institute of History, 
Research Centre for the Humanities.
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored, transmitted, 
or disseminated in any form or by any means without prior written permission 
from the publisher.
HHR_2020-2.indd   2 9/22/2020   10:58:39 AM
The Hungarian Historical Review
New Series of  Acta Historica 
Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae
Volume 9    No. 2    2020
Natural Resources and Society
Gábor Demeter and Beatrix F. Romhányi 
Special Editors of  the Thematic Issue
Contents
ARTICLES 
Éva Bodovics Weather Anomalies and Their Economic  
Consequences: Penury in Northeastern Hungary  
in the Late 1870s 179
sándor rózsa Evaluation of  the Floodplain Farming  
of  the Settlements of  Nagykunság Based  
on the First Cadastral Survey 213
Beatrix F. romhányi,   Environmental Impacts of  Medieval Uses 
zsolt Pinke,   of  Natural Resources in the Carpathian 
and JózseF laszlovszky Basin 241
miklós kázmÉr  Millennial Record of  Earthquakes in the 
and ErzsébEt Győri  Carpathian-Pannonian Region: Historical  
and Archaeoseismology 284
andrás Grynaeus  Dendrochronology and Environmental History:  
The Difficulties of  Interpretation 302
viktória kiss Transformations of  Metal Supply during  
the Bronze Age in the Carpathian Basin 315
zoltán czaJlik  Along the Danube and at the Foothills of  the  
North-Eastern Hungarian Mountains: Some Data  
on the Distribution of  Stone Raw Materials  
in the Late Iron Age 331
HHR_2020-2_KÖNYV.indb   1 9/22/2020   10:46:00 AM
Contents
BOOK REVIEWS 
Ottoman Law of  War and Peace: The Ottoman Empire and its Tributaries from  
the North of  the Danube. By Viorel Panaite. Reviewed by Gábor Kármán 343
Tábori sebesültellátás Magyarországon a XVI–XVIII. században [Care for the 
wounded in the field in Hungary in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth 
centuries]. By Katalin Mária Kincses. Reviewed by Katalin Simon  347
Styrian Witches in European Perspectives: Ethnographic Fieldwork.  
By Mirjam Mencej. Reviewed by Gergely Brandl 350
The Habsburg Civil Service and Beyond: Bureaucracy and Civil Servants from  
the Vormärz to the Inter-War Years. Edited by Franz Adlgasser and  
Fredrik Lindström. Reviewed by Mátyás Erdélyi 355
Az uradalom elvesztése: Nemesi családok a 19. századi Békés megyében  
[The loss of  the estate: Noble families in Békés County in the nineteenth century].  
By Adrienn Szilágyi. Reviewed by Krisztián Horváth Gergely 358
Deszkafalak és potyavacsorák: Választói magatartás Pesten a Tisza Kálmán-
korszakban [Plank walls and freebee dinners: Voter behavior in Pest in the era  
of  Kálmán Tisza]. By Péter Gerhard. Reviewed by Réka Matolcsi 362
Men under Fire: Motivation, Morale and Masculinity among Czech Soldiers  
in the Great War, 1914–1918. By Jiří Hutečka. Reviewed by Tamás Révész   366
The Fortress: The Great Siege of  Przemyśl. By Alexander Watson.  
Reviewed by Kamil Ruszała 369
Tiltott kapcsolat: A magyar–lengyel ellenzéki együttműködés  
1976–1989 [A forbidden relationship: Oppositional cooperation between  
Hungarians and Poles, 1976–1989]. By Miklós Mitrovits.  
Reviewed by Ferenc Laczó 373
Dissidents in Communist Central Europe: Human Rights and the Emergence  
of  New Transnational Actors. By Kacper Szulecki. Reviewed by Una Blagojević 377
Corn Crusade: Khrushchev’s Farming Revolution in the Post-Stalin Soviet Union.  
By Aaron Hale-Dorrell. Reviewed by Alexandra Bodnár 380
HHR_2020-2_KÖNYV.indb   2 9/22/2020   10:46:00 AM
DOI 10.38145/2020.2.380http://www.hunghist.org
Hungarian Historical Review 9,  no. 2  (2020): 343–383
Corn Crusade: Khrushchev’s Farming Revolution in the Post-Stalin 
Soviet Union. By Aaron Hale-Dorrell. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2019. 344 pp.
This book gives a detailed picture of  the corn-planting movement which was 
implemented by Khrushchev to enhance the wellbeing of  the population in 
the post-Stalin era. Aaron Hale-Dorell’s aim is to analyze the influence of  
Khrushchev’s corn policy on agriculture, society, and politics while avoiding the 
often schematic depictions of  the era. Although the corn-planting movement 
constitutes the main focus of  the book, the reader also gets a detailed picture of  
the problems faced by Soviet agriculture, the positioning of  the leaders of  the 
communist party, and the directorate of  kolkhozes. 
Hale-Dorell supports his argument with a broad range of  sources. The 
analysis is primarily based on declassified materials from the Moscow archives 
of  the Communist Party and the government (the Center for Preservation of  
Document of  Socio-Political History of  Moscow, the Central State Archive of  
Moscow Oblast, the Russian State Archive of  Contemporary History, the Russian 
State Archive of  Economy, and the Russian State Archive of  Socio-political 
History), though he also draws on the archives of  the local administrations 
in Vilnius (the Lithuanian Special Archive), Kiev (the Central State Archive 
of  Social Organization of  Ukraine), and Stavropol (the State Archive of  
Contemporary History of  Stavropol Krai and the State Archive of  Stavropol 
Krai). As Hale-Dorrell observes, these documents defined the policy and 
outlined the implementation of  Khrushchev’s agrarian reform. In the book, he 
includes issues that were not publicly addressed by officials but were nonetheless 
important in Soviet agrarian policy.  
This book contains eight thematic chapters. These chapters engage with 
the ideals, goals, technology, organization, management, and wage systems 
that shaped the process of  establishing new corn plantations and reflect 
Khrushchev’s efforts to expand industrial farming. Hale-Dorrell offers reliably 
sourced information concerning why the implementation of  Khrushchev’s 
reforms failed. Chapter by chapter, the reader is given insights into rural policy 
after Stalin’s death in 1953. The chapters discuss agrarian economic policy 
with regard to the corn crusade and situate corn technology within Soviet 
agricultural expertise. Furthermore, they investigate the implementation of  
corn policy in agriculture and its widespread propaganda coverage. 
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In the first chapter, Hale-Dorrell offers a history of  Soviet agriculture 
which includes discussion of  the main problems faced by the kolkhozes and 
the living conditions of  the kolkhozniks (members of  the kolkhoz) during the 
Stalinist era. He contends that Khrushchev embarked on a program of  reforms 
to solve problems such as the shortage of  workers and the backwardness of  the 
agrarian sector by integrating the rural parts of  the country into the industrial 
economy. In the second chapter, Hale-Dorrell describes how the Soviet Union’s 
agricultural policies were integrated into the larger framework of  reforms. In this 
chapter, the study trips taken by experts in the field of  agriculture in the Soviet 
Union to the United States (trips which contributed to the corn crusade and the 
modernization of  agriculture in the Soviet Union) are discussed in detail. As 
Hale-Dorrell observes, Khrushchev was convinced that industrial farming was 
the solution to the Soviet Union’s problems. Corn became the engine and the 
symbol of  industrial farming, as Khrushchev considered corn a cheap source of  
the livestock feed that could be quickly and relatively easily produced. In other 
words, it would be precisely what was needed to ramp up meat and dairy output. 
In this interpretation, corn did not represent just a crop; it signified as the driver 
of  the Soviet Union’s wellbeing.
The third chapter focuses on corn politics and the disorderly implementation 
of  the corn-planting policy. The lack of  equipment, machines, the lack of  clear 
instructions, the failures of  the implementation process, combined with the 
disinterest of  the kolkhoz and secretary leaders, made the corn yields fall short 
of  even minimal expectations. The fourth chapter gives a detailed analysis of  the 
mass media campaign in the corn crusade. Corn as “queen of  the field” became 
a constant theme in the press, radio broadcasts, and newspapers. Corn came to 
play an important role in the All-Union Agricultural Exhibition as well. As Hale-
Dorrell concludes from Khrushchev’s speeches to mass audiences and the visual 
imaginary of  the time, the entire era was pervaded by the idea that corn was 
something special, even exceptional. Publications attempted to integrate corn 
into readers’ daily lives and culture. 
The fifth chapter examines the role of  the Komsomol in corn planting. The 
Komsomol corn-growing competitions involved mass participation in corn-
planting activities, but the events were mismanaged by kolkhoz and local leaders. 
For example, in many cases, young people were forced to work in the fields 
without clear instructions. The sixth chapter outlines the changes in kolkhoznik 
life. Guaranteed wages, machines, chemicals, and other technologies made 
work easier and more productive. In one significant change, the introduction 
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of  pensions revived rural people’s interest in farming. Hale-Dorrell states 
that Khrushchev’s labor reforms fell short of  expectations because of  poor 
management by local leaders, who misunderstood the kolkhozniks and their 
moral economy. The benefits of  social statutes and regular wages did not 
make the kolkhozniks efficient corn growers. The seventh chapter shows how 
the Soviets adopted modern technology from the United States for planting, 
cultivating, and harvesting corn and other crops. But Hale-Dorrell highlights 
recurring problems: the necessity of  using developed machinery, the hybrid 
seed program and the negative effects of  slow production as well as mistakes in 
practices which resulted in low yields. 
The eighth chapter analyses the roles and mistakes of  local kolkhoz leaders 
in the corn crusade.
Hale-Dorrell’s book is not just an analysis of  the propaganda accompanying 
the popularization of  corn planting. It is a detailed assessment of  Soviet agrarian 
policies. It gives a nuanced picture of  the mentality of  Soviet leaders and 
workers as well as that of  Khrushchev, who believed that his reforms, especially 
corn planting, would make the success of  communism possible. As a result of  
Khrushchev’s reforms, the kolkhozes lost many of  their distinctive features, 
and kolkhoz workers became wage earners. In this period, industrial farming 
principles began to define practice. Mechanization and industrial-scale wheat 
farms, together with initiatives to put genetics, chemistry, and engineering into 
farming integrated industrialization into everyday agricultural activities. This 
reform was a part of  the transnational agrarian movement.
Hale-Dorrell examines not just Khrushchev’s mistakes in the implementation 
of  the corn crusade, but also mistakes that had nothing to do with Khrushchev. 
The corn-planting project faced obstacles that remained from Stalin’s era: the 
resistance of  bureaucracy, the obstinacy of  secretaries from the directorates in 
regions where corn planting was rejected, the people who cheated and fiddled 
the statistics to meet the quotas, the adoption of  inappropriate agricultural 
practices, and the lack of  concern for harvesting and fertilizing properly and in 
a timely fashion.
The importance of  the book lies in its multifaceted analysis of  corn policy. 
The book contributes to a rethinking of  Khrushchev’s agrarian reforms and 
discusses both its immediate results and the lasting consequences. The reader 
gets a picture of  the corn crusade in the Soviet Union and Khrushchev as a 
leader, a man who was enthusiastic in his vision of  corn as the driver of  the 
Soviet Union’s wellbeing.
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Aaron Hale-Dorrell concludes that the corn crusade was not pointless, 
even if  its permanent legacy was one of  failure. The effects of  the agrarian 
reform changed Soviet rural life and exposed Soviet agriculture to a worldwide 
movement. This book will be useful for historians of  the Soviet Union, agrarian 
historians and non-specialists who are interested in broader issues of  Soviet 
management, the state socialist modernization project, and the transformation 
of  rural regions under state socialist regimes.
Alexandra Bodnár
Eötvös Loránd University 
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